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Message Text 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 01 MONROV 01886 181350Z 
ACTION DLOS-06 

INFO OCT-01 AF-08 ISO-OO FEA-01 ACDA-07 AGRE-00 AID-05 
CEA-01 CEQ-01 CG-00 CIAE-00 COME-OO DODE-OO 
DOTE-OO EB-08 EPA-01 ERDA-05 FMC-01 TRSE-00 H-01 
INR-07 INT-05 10-13 JUSE-00 L-03 NSAE-00 NSC-05 
NSF-01 OES-06 OMB-Ol PA-01 PM-04 PRS-01 SP-02 
SS-15 USIA-06 SAL-01 /117W 

190338Z 108838/66 

R 181257Z MAR 77 
FM AMEMBASSY MONROVIA 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 4030 

CONFIDENTIAL MONROVIA 1886 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PLOS, EFIS,LI 

SUBJECT: LOS: LIBERIAN EXTENSION OF TERRITORIAL SEA TO 200 MILES 

REF: (A) 76 MONROVIA 9105, (B) STATE 3736, (C) MONROVIA 0190, 

(D) MONROVIA 0251, (E) STATE 53235 

1 . THE EMBASSY HAS SENT A NOTE DATED MARCH 14, 1977, TO THE 
FOREIGN MINISTRY POINTING OUT THAT THE EXECUTIVE ORDER DATED 
DECEMBER 24, 1976, EXTENDING THE TERRITORIAL SEA OF LIBERIA TO 
200 MILES (SUBSEQUENTLY ENACTED INTO LAW BY THE LIBERIAN 
LEGISLATURE FEBRUARY 16), IS IN CONTRAST TO THE BROAD AGREEMENT 
REACHED AT LOS CONFERENCES ON A 12-MILE TERRITORIAL SEA AND A 
200-MILE ECONOMIC ZONE. IN ADDITION, THE EMBASSY WILL BE 
CONTACTING THE SEVERAL OFFICIALS IN THE MINISTRIES OF FOREIGN 
AFFAIRS, FINANCE, JUSTICE, LANDS AND MINES, AND AGRICULTURE TO 
MAKE ESSENTIALLY THE POINTS RAISED IN REF. (E). 

2. AS REPORTED (REFS. C AND D). THIS GOL ACTION APPEARS TO 
HAVE BEEN TAKEN PRECIPITATELY IN REACTION TO SEIZURE IN 
DECEMBER OF LIBERIAN FISHING VESSELS BY THE GOVERNMENT OF 
SIERRA LEONE. IT IS OUR IMPRESSION THAT GOL LEADERS ARE AWARE 
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PAGE 02 MONROV 01886 181350Z 

OF THEIR ISOLATED POSITON ON THIS ISSUE, AND THAT THE 
GOVERNMENT WILL BE WORKING OUT MEANS TO "REINTERPRET" THE 
EXECUTIVE ORDER (NOW LAW) IN ORDER TO ALIGN THE GOL WITH 
PREVAILING INTERNATIONAL VIEWS ON EXTENT OF THE TERRITORIAL SEA 
AND ECONOMIC ZONES. WE SHALL BE WORKING ACTIVELY TO 
HASTEN AND GUIDE THIS "REINTERPRETATION." 

CARTER 
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Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: TERRITORIAL WATERS, TWO HUNDRED MILE LIMIT, FISHING DISPUTES 
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